Arizona Retailers
and
Youth Tobacco Laws
A training presentation by the Arizona Department of
Health Services and the Arizona Attorney General’s Office

• You are required to know the laws and ensure

that none of your employees sell tobacco to
minors.
• You and the employee face fines if the law is
broken.
• Tobacco laws are actively enforced.
• You can help minors avoid tobacco addiction and

health problems by following the law.

Sales of tobacco products to minors are
prohibited by:

Arizona law: A.R.S. §
13-3622

Federal regulation:
21 C.F.R. § 1140

Prohibits a person from knowingly selling, giving,
or furnishing any tobacco product, cigarette
papers or cigar wraps, other paraphernalia, water
pipes, or hookahs to a minor (person under 18
years).
Under A.R.S. § 13-305A3a, a business can be held
liable for offenses committed under § 13-3622 by
its employees while acting within the scope of
their employment.

As of September 13, 2013, electronic cigarettes
are included in the prohibited products under the
furnishing tobacco to a minor statute.
Any product that can be used to vaporize a
nicotine solution is covered by the prohibition,
including disposable, rechargeable, and re-fillable
e-cigarettes, “vapes” or vape pens, “mods,” ehookah or hookah “sticks,” e-cigars, e-pipes, etc.

Individuals who violate A.R.S. § 13-3622 are
subject to criminal action for a petty offense
punishable by criminal fines up to $300 per
offense.
Businesses who violate A.R.S. § 13-3622 are
subject to criminal action for a petty offense
through enterprise liability, with criminal fines up
to $1000 per offense.

• Only cigarette brands listed on the Arizona

Cigarette Directory may be sold in the state of
Arizona. Sales of cigarettes that are not listed on
the Directory can incur fines, injunction, and other
penalties.

• The Arizona Cigarette Directory is available at:
www.azag.gov/tobacco/directory

• Sales of bidi cigarettes are prohibited.
• Sales of single cigarettes are prohibited.
• Free samples of tobacco products are
prohibited.
• Vending machines for all tobacco products
are prohibited except in a bar (Class 6 Liquor
License) or private employee lounge.

• Tobacco products may not be purchased over
the internet or via any non face-to-face method,
except from an Arizona licensed distributor to an
Arizona retailer.
For more detailed information about these laws, see

www.azleg.gov/ARStitle

• Prohibits the sale of tobacco products to minors.

• Requires sellers to check the ID of anyone under
age 27.
• Requires all tobacco sales to take place in face-

to-face transactions, prohibiting vending
machines outside of adult-only facilities.
•Also prohibits the sale of “single stick” cigarettes
or repackaging of other tobacco products by
retailers.

•Covered products now include cigars, ecigarettes, hookah, pipe tobacco, dissolvables, and
any other product containing tobacco or nicotine
derived from tobacco.
• Components and parts of newly deemed

products are also covered by the deeming rule.
Components and parts are all regulated but
certain provisions only apply to components and
parts which themselves contain tobacco or
nicotine.

Manufacturers must also apply for premarket
review of tobacco products seeking substantial
equivalence exemption or submit a premarket
tobacco product application for any products not
on the market as of February, 2007.
For more information, see:
www.FDA.gov/TobaccoProducts
* Note that establishments that mix or prepare e-liquids or create or modify aerosolizing
apparatus for direct sale to consumers are tobacco product manufacturers under the
TCA and are subject to the same requirements as other tobacco product manufacturers.

Under the Tobacco Control Act, the store owner
pays the fine, even if the employee makes the sale.
Penalties for a tobacco sale to a minor can be up
to $11,000 per offense for a repeat offense.
Penalties for other violations of the TCA can
include additional fines and no-tobacco-sale
(NTSO) orders.

• To ask for ID from anyone who looks younger
than age 27.
• To accept only valid government-issued IDs.
• To CHECK the age on the ID and confirm the
customer is over age 18.
• How to refuse a sale.

IMPORTANT: Include time for clerks to practice
calculating the age and ways to refuse a sale.

• You are responsible for knowing and making
sure your employees follow the laws.
• Tobacco laws for minors are being enforced.
• Make sure your employees are trained and
monitored to help avoid illegal sales and fines.
Thank you for doing your part!

Look for these clues:
•
•
•
•

Has the ID expired?
Does the photo match the person?
Does the ID look altered?
IDs with holes, glue lines, bumpy surfaces, or
other signs of tampering should not be
accepted.

IMPORTANT: If you’re not sure the ID is valid, refuse the sale.

A.R.S. §4-241(K) (Alcohol):
• An unexpired AZ Driver’s License
• An unexpired driver’s license from any state, DC,
territory, or Canada with a photo and date of birth
• An unexpired AZ nonoperating identification license or
a substantially similar identification from another state,
DC, or Canada
• An unexpired military ID with photo and DOB
• An unexpired passport or resident alien card

IMPORTANT: These IDs are listed in statute for alcohol sales
ONLY. For tobacco sales they are recommended guidelines.

Here’s a fast way to check if a person is at least 18–
Remember the “UNDER 21” date?
The date
when they
turn 21:
• March 25, 2021

Subtract 3
from that
year:
• 2018

The date
when they
turn 18:

• March
25, 2018

In this example, if today’s date is March 25, 2018, or later, the
customer may buy tobacco products. If March 25, 2018 is in the
future, the customer is not yet 18.

